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RECOGNITION OF LOSS CERTIFICATES 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.44 pm]: I rise very briefly 
to acknowledge a decision made by the Attorney General and announced over the weekend to allow parents who 
have lost a child through early pregnancy loss, particularly between 12 and 19 weeks, to be given the opportunity 
to apply for a recognition of loss certificate. I want to recognise the Attorney General, who is in the chamber 
tonight, for taking this step, as it will for the first time allow babies lost before 20 weeks to be recognised by the 
Western Australian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.  
Statistics tell us that one in five Australian women will endure the loss of a baby, and many will experience 
two or more pregnancy losses throughout their lifetime. We also know from statistics that almost one in 
five stillbirths remain unexplained in Western Australia. Of course, what sits behind these statistics are parents 
and family members who inevitably go through immense grief and sadness following the tragic loss of their 
much-anticipated baby. For some, the pain may ease with time, but for others it may not. It is because of this that 
the Attorney General’s decision is an important one for many Western Australians. It also sits well with the 
decision that the government made last year, with bipartisan support, to formally recognise 15 October as 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. I was pleased to have been able to work with the Premier to 
ensure that that day was formally designated here in this state. 
These, along with the support provided by SIDS and Kids WA and its telephone support line, and King Edward 
Memorial Hospital, particularly the pastoral care and support staff who provide wonderful care to bereaved 
mothers and family members, should hopefully provide some comfort in helping women, their husbands, 
partners and families, to come to terms with their loss. We all know that the news of pregnancy brings great joy, 
but we should never forget that, despite all our medical advances, pregnancy is not without risk and that 
tragically, with or without explanation, things can sometimes go wrong. It is for this reason that it is a good thing 
to give parents the opportunity, if they want to, to have their baby who did not quite make it recognised through 
the registry. Hopefully, it will bring some comfort during a very difficult time. I thank the Attorney General for 
making that decision. 
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